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WELCOME

	

As another month just flies past us and a new one starts, I warmly welcome you to 
Issue Sixteen of Edinburgh Photo Secrets and as ever, I hope this issue finds in 
you in good health and ready to absorb more of my favourite spots around our 
capital.


This issue will see us make a return to the Old Town.  For the avoidance of all 
doubt, when I refer to the Old Town, I’m referring to the area around the centre of 
Edinburgh that equates to the zone south of Princes Street, north of the Meadows 
and with most all between running the length and breadth of the Royal Mile.  
That’s a fair old chunk of Edinburgh and at one time, that WAS Edinburgh!


We will look at more hidden nooks and crannies, and we will visit a few places you 
may not have visited before.  In addition, I’ll throw in some less obvious angles 
from places you might have seen and even captured before and hopefully inspire 
you to create some new ones as well.


I have also decided to demonstrate two locations from completely different 
perspectives, outlining just why you should look around you (and back again) and 
cover all angles…you should look up, down and all around and then back again 
as you travel around this city of ours as there is always something else to see, if 
you take a wee look!


These places are all outdoors and slightly less well travelled meaning you’ll have 
a better chance of being able to visit and photograph them at any point during 
the year…hopefully adding a few extra stops for your next visit to Edinburgh into 
the mix.


Thanks for your purchase and I hope you enjoy this guide and find it useful when 
visiting Edinburgh.  In the meantime, stay safe and stay tuned for the next issue in 
four weeks’ time!


Colin Myers

http://www.colinmyers.com
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This old house has been on the Abbey Strand at the foot of the Royal Mile 
for centuries.  The home once belonged to an (in)famous ‘Madame’ and as 
such was well known by many!


It’s been restored and preserved down the centuries and looks like its’ 
barely aged.  Naturally, it has aged but with preservation comes the chance 
to capture a real hidden nugget.  Many people will completely miss it, 
walking down to Holyrood Palace or the ugly parliament building.


Shame as it’s a great subject for photographs and indeed, the whole area 
on the Abbey Strand (the first street on the Royal Mile, itself a series of 
conjoined streets) has plenty photographic interest to offer the nosey 
punter!


This shot was taken from the back of the building and is accessed via the 
gardens.  These have recently been redeveloped into a lovely picturesque 
(and tranquil) place where the public can enjoy a spot of lunch or in this 
case, a nice wee photo.


In order to capture this one you need to walk to the foot of the Royal Mile, 
walk to the left as you head towards the Abbey Strand and access the 
entrance to the new gardens.  Walk back towards the palace (you will pass 
Queen Mary’s Bath House) and you’ll eventually see this view dead ahead.


It’s only available as a day shot as the place isn’t lit but with the right light, 
some moody clouds and a bit of seasonal colour it’s a lovely shot to bag 
and less common.  Enjoy!


HOUSE OF LUCKY SPENCE

	 One of the oldest houses in Edinburgh at the foot of the most famous 

street in Scotland, right outside a Royal Palace no less!
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I will refrain from repeating everything in the last section but will suggest 
you wander down the same location to capture this one as this location is 
accessed from the same communal gardens as the House of Lucky Spence 
and is a fine example of why you should look around every spot 
THOROUGHLY when in Edinburgh and taking photos.


As a general tip, looking up (and down) is always recommended.  Often 
people miss so much when they walk with the head fixed in one direction 
and miss architecture, markings and even cobbles on the roads around the 
Royal Mile depicting where buildings once stood (that’s what the golden 
looking cobbles are there for).


This one is achieved by walking to the right of the last shot and finding a 
spot somewhere near the benches and/or the flowers growing as seen in 
the shot itself.


There are some options here though and whilst I’ve opted for the portrait 
shoot, you can also get a nice landscape shot too, capturing the same 
buildings with a bit less overhead.


All you need is a wide angle lens and a nice day.  Again this shot is only 
available during the day from the gardens though if you wanted something 
a bit different, with a longer lens and some creative composition in the 
general area, you could capture the scene as the light falls and the lanterns 
and lampposts come on across the capital – be nosey and explore!

BACK OF WATERGATE 

(ABBEY STRAND)


Fresh new angle from a fresh new garden, recreating the gardens that once 
stood here a couple of centuries ago.
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Warriston’s Close is a very long street, linking the High Street on the Royal 
Mile above with the foot of Cockburn Street, ultimately terminating at the 
foot of the aforementioned and offering access to Market Street, Waverley 
Bridge and the New Town beyond.


The close itself dates back centuries and if you look, you’ll see a golden 
plaque on the wall on the right-hand side as you would walk down.  Details 
on the plaque describe where John Knox once lived, his manse now gone 
but the spot where he lived noted.  This is far more likely where he spent 
most (if not ALL) his time in Edinburgh given the house universally known 
as his house was highly unlikely to have seen him live there for long (if at 
all)!


Back on track; Warriston’s Close.  It offers great views down into the New 
Town past the former hotel front and centre here (the flag flies overhead) 
and of course, those steps make a nice foreground interest.  The lanterns 
dotted down the close look great when lit and the whole place is missed by 
so many people, generally knackered from walking UP the steps (more on 
that in a minute).


To achieve this shot, walk down from the High Street (or from the foot up…
again, we’ll see more on that in a minute) and stop at the top of the steps.  
Shoot nice and straight, keep it tidy and aim for as much of the buildings as 
you can muster without cropping the top of anything important.


If you time it well, you can get the lanterns in too and the later or earlier 
you visit, the less chance of heaps and heaps of people trekking up and 
down this busy old close.


LOOKING DOWN 
WARRISTON’S CLOSE


One of the oldest closes in Edinburgh with some of the best views towards the 
New Town and with lots of steps to walk down!


http://www.colinmyers.com
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I mentioned this 
within the first 
two stops in this 
m o n t h s ’ 
magazine but 
w i l l m e n t i o n 
again here as it 
make the point 
quite well; when 
t r a v e l l i n g 
a r o u n d 
E d i n b u r g h 
always look up 
and down, back 
and forth.  Look 
from where you 
have come and 
look to where 
you are going.


This example 
shows the scene 
one place can 
offer, looking 
t h e o p p o s i t e 
way.  In this 
example, I am 
looking back UP 

LOOKING UP  
WARRISTON’S CLOSE


Perfect illustration as to why you should look in BOTH directions, everywhere you 
go in Edinburgh (and looking up here is easier than climbing up here)!


http://www.colinmyers.com
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Warriston’s Close from the foot of 
Cockburn Street.  There are 
hundreds of steps and I don’t 
recommend climbing them unless 
you are fit and healthy!  Indeed, if 
you want to take this shot, you 
don’t need to climb them anyway 
and will be shooting from the 
bottom of the close to the top!


The shot is best taken by night 
when the lanterns come on and as 
there is precious little daylight even 
during the day, it’s better to get the 
lanterns into the shot if you can, 
ideally when lit.  


The shot does work landscape but 
works far better portrait.  It also 

works centrally and 
f r o m b o t h s i d e s 
though I personally 
prefer the shot looking 
from left to right, so 
you can include the 
steps and those spikes 
into the composition.


Easy shot to take and 
can be shot by hand 
no problem at all – just 
stand at the foot of the 
close, pick a focus 
point and aim.  The 
rest takes care of itself 
and with no more than 
a wide-angle lens and 
a tidy (keep it straight!) 
shot, you will end up 
with a nice image lots 
will completely miss 
(and regret missing!)


http://www.colinmyers.com
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I have said it before and I’ll say it again; even after a lifetime of living in 
Edinburgh and shooting the place extensively at all times of the day and 
night, all seasons and in all weathers, even now, I STILL find new and 
interesting angles from which to capture the city.


This one is no exception and is a fairly recent spot I’ve enjoyed.  I actually 
took this by hand whilst wandering through the streets looking for material 
for another magazine and it proves why restrictive tripods are not always 
welcome or useful.


A very different argument and not one I’ll cover here but sufficeth to say if 
you want to take this shot, you need to shoot by hand and look over the 
bridge to get a nice angle like this!


The bridge I refer to is George IV Bridge, walking halfway down and 
looking through the railings just beyond the Central Library, down into the 
Cowgate.  The Cowgate has been here for centuries and makes a fine 
subject by night.


The old chapel is also included in the shot (the Magdalen Chapel) and 
that’s actually been here for over five hundred years no less.


The shot only works in portrait and is best by night.  You need only use your 
wide angle lens and a bit of patience, locate the spot and fire the shot 
again keeping it nice and tidy.  If you can get some fog like I did here, all 
the better though that’s a rare and lucky find.  The shot works just as well 
without fog and your chest will thank you for NOT being out the fog!

LOOKING DOWN 

INTO COWGATE


Nothing quite like looking from a higher vantage point down into one of the 
oldest streets in Scotland, taking a trip back a couple of centuries!

http://www.colinmyers.com
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This building is 
located a few 
minutes walk from 
the last shot and is 
missed by most 
people.  It’s a great 
building and it’s 
full of ornate and 
interesting 
stonework (“Let 
There Be Light”) 
forms the basis of 
my shot here 
though there are 
lots of other bits 
and bobs to 
explore on this 
building.


For a library, it’s got 
lots of interest and 
it’s best to capture 
at night. There are 
lots of lanterns and 
lights here and you 
can really work 
with the shadows 
and the light to 
create something 
quite different.


CENTRAL LIBRARY

One of the busiest buildings in Edinburgh and yet architecturally missed by most 

people…especially at night! 
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There are quite a few angles and shots 
here in portrait and landscape format 
and all work by hand too.  In order to 
shoot this one, you need to use 
landscape though and make sure you 
are almost front and centre in front of 
the building which is not something I 

normally advise (it works for this one 
though).


Again you need a wide angle lens and 
little else; aim for the middle and keep 
it straight.  Include the lights and 
make sure you get focussed on the 

“Let There Be 
L i g h t ” i f 
doing so – it 
just works!


Stand back, 
take the shot 
and enjoy the 
d e t a i l a n d 
t h e 
s t o n e w o r k 
w h e n y o u 
l o o k re a l l y 
closely later.  
Top Tip: this 
building is lit 
th roughout 
and lights are 
often left on 
inside…ideal 
w h e n y o u 
w a n t 
s o m e t h i n g 
w i t h s o m e 
interest, the 
darker shots 
o f t e n 
s h o w i n g 
e m p t y 
buildings and 
unlit…not so 
here!
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The statue of Abraham Lincoln is (at the time of writing – these things can 
and do change) the only statue erected in honour of an American President 
anywhere outside the USA.  It depicts Lincoln with a slave who has been set 
free, the slave with a book in his hand suggesting he has also learned to 
read.


It’s certainly a striking statue and one of the less obvious ones you will find 
in Edinburgh.  It’s also tucked away in Old Calton Burial Ground so will be 
missed by most people unless they know to go and look for it and go 
actually find it when they do go looking!


For obvious reasons, it’s a daytime shot and works both landscape and 
portrait.  Best results are enjoyed on a sunny day and ideally shooting 
towards the statue with the sun behind you, lighting up the statue nicely.


Locate Old Calton Burial Ground just a little way from the east end of 
Princes Street on Waterloo Place.  You then take the steps and the statue is 
on the right as you walk up the old graveyard, itself here for centuries.


When you get up the steps and look right, the statue will be clearly visible 
being fairly large and obvious in situ.  Frame the shot and it’s an easy click 
with no more than a wide angle lens needed.


Top tip: explore this place!  From here you will also find the tomb of David 
Hume (beside this statue) and lots of other tombs and interesting 
buildings.  Just be careful – graveyards around Old Edinburgh are old, 
uneven and often with lots of slippery ground to deal with.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The only statue erected in honour of a USA President anywhere out with the USA, 

tucked away where many will miss completely!


http://www.colinmyers.com
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If I have told you once about the Vennel, I have told you a half dozen times 
and for good reason; it’s not one of the most photographed streets in 
Edinburgh for no reason!


However, most will completely bypass the roads that lead to the Vennel 
and some won’t venture this far if they walk up the Vennel from the bottom.  
That’s a shame as they miss a great viewpoint looking towards Edinburgh 
Castle, the old Heriots Hospital (now a private school) wall on the right and 
the cobbled street of Heriot Place under your feet!


The shot is an easy one to take and it works night or day and all times of 
the year.  It’s never busy and it’s got lots of options.  The only option you 
DON’T have is shot orientation; you need to shoot portrait here for this one 
to work.


On a clear day, Edinburgh Castle will be visible on top of the shot and on a 
misty night like this one, nothing is visible.  BUT, you have lots of lanterns 
and lampposts in the area and you can work with that, the diffused lighting 
and the wet cobbles to create a very striking and interesting shot.


Top tip: get low with the cobbles here too…you can really get some short 
depth of field and close-up shots of the cobbles, working off into the 
distance and because its relatively quiet here, you can take your time 
without the interruption of people and vehicular traffic.


Just keep the camera straight and plenty cobbles in the shot and you wont 
go wrong!

HERIOT PLACE

A street many will travel, most will miss and almost all have overlooked for 

photographic opportunities!


http://www.colinmyers.com
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Disclaimer

The author makes all reasonable efforts to present accurate and reliable information within this 
book; however the author is not responsible for any errors in or omissions from the information 
contained in or accessed through this book, nor is the author responsible for the timeliness of 
the information. The information in this book is not intended to provide specific advice about 
individual legal, business, or other questions, and it is not a substitute for users' independent 
research and evaluation of any issue. If specific legal or other expert advice is required or 
desired, the services of an appropriate, competent professional should be sought. All of the 
information in this book is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind. The author makes no 
representations of any kind and disclaims all express, implied, statutory or other warranties of 
any kind to the user and/or any other party, including, without limitation, any warranties of 
accuracy, timeliness, completeness, efficacy, merchantability, and fitness for any particular 
purpose. The author shall have no tort, contract or any other liability to readers of this book 
and/or to any other party. The author shall not be liable to readers and/or any other party for 
any lost profits or lost opportunities, or any indirect, special, consequential, incidental or 
punitive damages whatsoever, even if the author has been advised of the possibility of such 
damages.


Hyperlinks Are Not Endorsements

Links to websites or references to products, services or publications, other than those of the 
author, do not imply the authors’ endorsement or approval of such Websites, products, services 
or publications, nor are such links or references any indication that the author has received 
specific authorisation to provide these links or references. The author does not endorse, 
approve, certify or control these external Websites, and is not responsible for the accuracy, 
timeliness, completeness, efficacy, merchantability, fitness for any particular purpose or correct 
sequencing of information located at such sites. Rather, the links in this book to other Websites 
are provided solely as a convenience to users of this Site. To readers and/or any other party for 
any lost profits or lost opportunities, or any indirect, special, consequential, incidental or 
punitive damages whatsoever, even if the author has been advised of the possibility of such 
damages.


Copyright Notice

All material in this book, including design, text, images, logos and sounds, are owned by Colin 
Myers, either through copyright or trademark, unless otherwise indicated. All rights are 
reserved by Colin Myers. Content may not be copied, reproduced, transmitted, distributed, 
downloaded, uploaded or transferred in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without prior written consent, and with express attribution to Colin Myers. Copyright 
infringement is a violation of law, subject to criminal and civil penalties. For any reproduction 
and license request, please contact Colin Myers via www.colinmyers.com

All words and images © 2020 Colin Myers.  All Rights Reserved for any particular purpose or 
correct sequencing of information located at such sites. Rather, the links in this book to other 
Websites are provided solely as a convenience to users of this Site. to readers and/or any other 
party for any lost profits or lost opportunities, or any indirect, special, consequential, 
incidental or punitive damages whatsoever, even if the author has been advised of the 
possibility of such damages.
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